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TRIUMPH of AFFECTATION. 


JJHERE i is the truth by manly FR FOR . ; 
The gen' rous warmth and energy of thought; * 


The rough demeanor, open, and ſincere; 

The heart unconſcious of deceit or fear; 

Which once our fathers practic'd and admir'd, 
When Britain triumph'd, and when Gaul retir'd ? 
= __ Faſhion 
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Faſhion and Taſte their ſofter ſons allure, 


And ſterling merit tinſel forms obſcure: 


Virtue is fled, but Hypocrites abound; 
Senſe is extinct, but flowing periods ſound. 
Smiles without meaning, vows without deſire; 


Warriors that ſalts and aſſes-milk require; 


Th” amphibious monſters that infeſt the earth 
To fertile Affectation owe their birth. 


Sweet was the ſong, impaſſion'd were the lays, 


When love aſſum d, and Delia twin'd the bays; 


The gentle Zephyrs ever-murm ring ſigh” d; 

The gentle Zephyrs were by love ſupply d; 
Huſt: d to a breeze, the tempeſt ceas'd to roar ; 
The ſurges voice was mellow'd on the ſhore : 
'” was love to harmony that tun'd the ed 


Unſtain'd by av'rice, undiſguis d by art; 
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15 


20 


Suffus'd 


4 

Suffus d by love, the bluſh of nature glow'd; 
To virtue tribute was by love allow'd, 
The thrill of vivid hope, allay'd with fear, 
That fann'd the riſing flame, and kept it clear. 
But, ah | no more that flame fincere is ſung, 
By virtue chaſten'd, and from virtue ſprung ; 

Two fiends their influence malignant ſhow'r, 
ITh' effects are varied, equal is their pow'r: 
Now Avarice each livelier feeling chills, 

With gawdy toys the wayward fancy fills, 
Arreſts the ſprightly thoughts that gayly rove, 
And nips the op'ning bloom of infant love: 

A fouler paſſion now its rage exerts, 
Reaſon it blots, and ſentiment ſubverts, 
Fickle it owns no bliſs, and free no ſway 


Beyond the joys and fav rite of the day, 


25 


3 


An 


69 


An airy ſemblance of thet purer fire, 
Unting'd by ſordid hopes and groſs deſire, 40 
Melts from his lips, who views the virgin prize 
With frigid heart, but with licentious eyes ;— 

The ſoft confuſion, ad; eh timid ſmile, 
Retort impoſture, and deceit beguile; 

He for a week's poſſeſſion chaſtely pleads; 45 
She ſeeks a title, jointure, and her weeds ; 


But ſtill they paint the; joys the conſtant prove, 
And Affectation holds the place of "FRA 


Inſpir d by thee, in Faſhion's ſiſter-train, 

The pomp of dreſs her votaries maintain. 8 
From facred concerts, and ſequeſter” d bowers, 

Where gentle Iſis laves ch. Oxonian tow rs; 

From that fam'd hall (the name I have forgot) 

Where Dullneſs meets her ſon i in K———, 
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2 — —ññ — — — — ꝙk ́ä BG—G—B—B— — — 


19 


What crouds advance! The ſolemn, and the gay, 


In groups fantaſtic join the bright array ; 
And, lo! the perfum'd ſage unites at length 
The Attic poliſh with the Roman ſtrength. 


But, oh | what glitt'ring forms of heroes bold 
The plains of Effex and of Kent unfold! 


With air terrific, but in veſtments fine, 


Like blazing ſtars they threaten and they ſhine; 


The ſmart cockade, the hat en militaire, 


The epaulet and gorget's fiercer glare, 


The martial queue that's negligently ty'd, 
The if word that careleſsly adorns the fide, 
In ſtrong- mark d characters at once expreſs 


A thirſt of glory, and a taſte for dreſs. 


Next comes a train ſo ſtiff, ſo prim, ſo neat, 


From Gog and Magog s venerable ſeat ; 
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Where gluttony, oppreſs'd with turtle, ſnores, 
And Jewiſh art the IP heel of Fate explores ; ; 


Where her rude ſons to F action's ſhrine reſort, 


And foaming Patriots rouze the nodding Court i 
No more Auguſta” s honours are expreſs'd 

By tints of Tyrian Eur ant ample cheſt; 

A gout polite the Deputy evin ces, 
The Alderman a Petit-Maitre minces, 


Nor from the toilet can the gown deter— ' - 


The feather' d top ſurmounts the magiſterial fur. 
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The knocker thunders, and the flambeaux blaze, 0 


The Prince of Coxcombs Apozem diſplays: 
Pert, powder'd, dapper, i in an happy hour 

He left plain drugget r polite tambour 3 

Plain bob, plain cambrick, and plain trotting nag 


For chariot, Bruſſels, and a charming bag; 


85 


| Fragrant' | 
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Fragrant he comes, all chatter and grimace, 


From ſounding mortars in St. James's Place; 
With burgamot he ſtrives the ſcent to kill, 


But myrrh and maſtic are more potent ſtill. = 


Kindly to aid th' anticipating heir 

To make peace-off rings to tht indignant fair, 
in all the elegance of taſte array d, 

(Th effulgent gem upon his finger play d,) 

A crafty, cringing ſon of Iſrael ſtands, TW. 95 
Bond, judgment, and aſſignment in his ans; 
Reſiſtleſs ſpells! whoſe latent pow Ts unfold 
The miſer's ſtores, and part him from hi gold; 
The tools alike of folly and deceit, 


of thoſe who're cheated, and of thoſe who cheat. 100 


| 'Tis Affectation that pollutes the page 
Of thoſe who toil to pos the 2 aling Hage; — 
=: 35 By 


; Cenſure that's Juſt, and merited applauſe ; ö 


E 


By Jephſon 8 ſide ſee wit and fuſtian ſtand, 
And pomp and poverty with Cumberland; 


A verbal miſt, unting d with caſe and grace, 1 OY 


Now veils the ſenſe, and now aſſumes its place ; L 


As ev "ning clouds obſcure the parting ray, 


Or feebly ſhed ſophiſticated day ; 


Now grov ling thoughts with lofty ſounds contend, 
Whilſt zho/e refuſe to riſe, and theſe to bend ; 4101 


Now form a junction againſt Heav'n's decree, 


Like $—— when ally'd with Bloomſpury: 
80 ſhines, when Addington preſcribes for B---, 
Bt. George's ſtar upon the Bath ſurtout. 


Ev'n he, whoſe genius happily combines 115 


The wit of Swift with Pope 5 harmonious lines ; ; 


Whoſe taſte ſelects, from judgment $ poliſh d vaſe, 


Whoſe 


( 13 ) 


Whoſe ſatire fixes, as it darts around, 


A gentle ſting, and not a mortal wound; 1 
Ev'n he, his ardour mingled with diſdain, | 
Suſpends the wreath in Affectation's fane. 


For Shenſtone, Tickell tun'd the Doric reed, 
And ruſtic notes ſpontaneouſly ſucceed ; 1 
The kindred lays a requiem beſtow! d 125 
On him whoſe verſe with lab'ring olibnek flow'd, 7 
On him whoſe thoughts, though imple, were : conftrain' d, 
Who ſtill affefed what he ne'er attain d, 

The melting ſtrains that love and grief impart, | 
That wake the tear, and ſubjugate the heart, 130 | 
Where ſhall we find the gem that ſtill we prize, 


T latin gh long, too long, ſecluded from our eyes; 
Sincerity | kind Nature s fav rite child, 

of firm deportment, but of aſpect mild 7 
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Say, does it call the fair profeſſion forth, 2 5%, 138 
Or deck the Smile that gilds the brow of N--th ? 
Points it with F-x the keen, ſarcaſtic ſneer, 


The praiſe inſidious, and the taunt ſevere? 


Dells it with piety in G-----n's breaſt, 


When fir'd with fervid zeal he ftands confeſo d 140 


In fable garments, and with uncurl'd locks, 


The foe of Papiſts, and the type of Knox 2. 


Ah, no! Though taſte inſpires, and fancy warms, 


Tis Affectation moulds the ſhad' wy forms ; 


So cant th' aſſociate ſaints, or ſoon will cant, I45 


When pleaſure woos their Chief, and ſyren airs enchant ;_ 
80 laugh the clubs when T ownſhend Joins with Hare , 
Their friend at once to analyſe and ſpare; 


80 "O_ the wretch whom e * beguiles, 
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